
WELCOME TO 
7th GRADE!



Katie Rychling - Team Leader, Science Teacher
krychling@willingtonct.org

April Basch- Math Teacher
abasch@willingtonct.org 

Mark Bartomeli- ELA Teacher
mbartomeli@willingtonct.org

Jason Hamilton- Social Studies Teacher
jhamilton@willingtonct.org

Jennifer Brierton- Special Education Teacher
jbrierton@willingtonct.org

Our Team!
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-Cores will rotate daily, meaning students will not always have their 
core classes at the same time. 

-Science and Social Studies ALL YEAR! 

-More Unified Arts classes

-Students can participate in Band and Chorus.

-Structured Study Skills class now offered during FLEX.

Grade 7 Schedule Highlights



HELPFUL LINKS!

HMS WEBSITE

GOOGLE 
CLASSROOM

HOMEWORK 
CALENDAR

FOOD 
SERVICES
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Homework 
Expectations
- Should be independent 

practice to build upon skills 
taught in class

- Graded for effort and 
completion

- Don’t stress - try your best! 



WAYS TO SUPPORT YOUR STUDENT AT HOME

Dedicate time & space 
for education at home

Quiet, organized 
workspace with 

resources for success

Establish a routine
Homework after school? 

Snack first? 
Read before bed!

Use resources
Check PowerSchool 

regularly
Use daily agenda



Grade 7 
Social Studies
With Mr. Hamilton



COURSE OVERVIEW
UNIT ONE: P.E.R.S.I.A.N (Political, Economics, Religion, Social, Intellectual, 
Arts, Geography)

UNIT TWO: The Development of the Modern World in Europe

●The Renaissance
●The Reformation
●The Enlightenment
●The Age of Exploration

UNIT THREE: Civilizations of the Americas

●The Maya, Aztec, and Inca Civilizations
●When Worlds Collide



Grade 7 Science
With Ms. Rychling



1. Develop a deeper understanding of science beyond 
memorizing facts.

2. Experience similar scientific and engineering practices as 
those used by professionals in the field.

Why NGSS?



1: Chemical Reactions & Matter
How can we make something new that was not there before?

2: Chemical Reactions & Energy
How can we use chemical reactions to design a solution to a problem?

3: Metabolic Reactions: Inside our Bodies
How do things inside our bodies work together to make us feel the way we 

do?

4: Matter Cycling & Photosynthesis 
Where does food come from and where does it go next?

UNITS
60% Classwork/Labs

-Warm ups
-Written Work

-Class Labs
-Peer Feedback activities

40% Summative 
Assessments

-”Putting the pieces together” 
activities

-End of unit assessments

GRADING



Grade 7 Math
With Mrs. Basch



1. Scale Drawings
2. Introducing Proportional Relationships (representation 

with tables, graphs, and equations)
3. Measuring Circles
4. Proportional Relationships and Percentages 
5. Rational Number Arithmetic (negative numbers, 

operations with rational numbers, solving equations with 
negative numbers)

6. Expressions, Equations, and Inequalities
7. Angles, Triangles, and Prisms
8. Probability and Sampling
9. Putting it all Together (running a restaurant, making 

connections, designing a course)

UNITS
    30% Classwork

- First exposure 
- Includes projects and 

exploration of concepts
- Questions answered and 

encouraged

    15% Formative Assessments
- Check for understanding 

throughout the unit (quizzes and 
student workbooks

    50% Summative  Assessments
- Unit tests

    5 % Homework
- Independent Practice 

GRADING



1. Google Classroom - links to workbook and additional 
resources and video

2. Math text
3. Math binder/notebook

Best Resources



Grade 7 ELA
With Mr. Bartomeli



Quarter One

● Core ELA skills review
● Themes and characterization
● Analyzing author strategies
● Perspectives
● Academic Writing (topic sentences / 

paragraphs / conclusions)
● Character- change summative 

assessment

Quarter Two

● Deconstructing Narratives 
● Author Literary Devices
● Author Goals
● Developing Effective Settings
● Use of Imagery in Narratives
● A 2-5 page short story as a 

summative assessment

Quarter Three

● Research Skills and Note Taking
● Trusted Sources / Finding Sources
● Writing to Inform
● Argumentative Writing
● Bibliographies / References
● In-Text References
● Research project and Ted-Talk as a 

summative assessment

Quarter Four

● Responding to Literature 
● Revisiting Author Goals, 

Techniques, and Devices
● Story Elements and Structure
● Table of Contents & Outlines
● Student Self-Assessments
● A collaborative short story as a 

summative assessment



Ongoing Throughout The Year

● Sentence structure
● Literary themes
● Note taking strategies
● Paragraph writing strategies
● Grammar foundations and advanced 

grammar
● Creative and informational writing
● Class Discussions, speaking and 

listening standards
● Workshops (peer collaboration)
● Word Study: affixes, roots, parts of 

speech, morphology
● Google Docs and Google Slides

Grading

● Classwork: 40%
● Summative Assessments: 60%



7th Grade Resource 
with Mrs. Brierton



● Case manage & support students with Individualized Education Programs
● Ensure students with IEPs are receiving appropriate accommodations & 

modifications in general education classes
● Support students within the general education Language Arts & Math classes
● Direct Instruction Math Class for students unable to access grade level mathematics 

in the general education setting 
● WIN & FLEX: 

○ Individualized work on IEP goals & objectives
○ Data collection & progress monitoring
○ Daily living skills activities
○ Study skills & organizational support
○ Review & reinforce concepts from academic classes
○ Activities to learn about individual learning needs & styles
○ Supportive setting for grade level academic practice

PURPOSE



WIN in the Content Areas
“What I Need”

WIN is a period occurring every day for 40 minutes.
During this time period each student receive targeted instruction or enrichment in a small group setting 

with a teacher on skills that they need

Area of Focus Lesson/Activity Independent 
Practice

Targeted 
Instruction



SOAR
Safety - Ownership - Achievement - Respect

 ___________________________________________________________________
A social emotional learning curriculum using the Second Step Program

* Recognizing emotions in self and others
* Understand cause and consequences of emotions

* Label emotions accurately
* Express emotions appropriately
* Regulate emotions effectively



FLEX
Band, Chorus, Intervention or Structured Study Skills



THANK YOU FOR 
JOINING US! 


